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With everything we’ve learned 
about food systems and the 
challenges faced by Indigenous 
and rural communities, how can 
we collaborate to progress food 
sovereignty for all?

CROSS-CULTURAL COLLABORATION
INDIGENOUS AND NON-INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES



OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
CROSS-CULTURAL COLLABORATION

Cultural Exchange and Knowledge Sharing: Partnerships between Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous communities and organizations can facilitate cultural 
exchange and knowledge sharing related to food systems, food practices, and 
sustainable land stewardship.  

Joint Agriculture Initiatives: Indigenous communities and municipalities may 
collaborate on joint agriculture initiatives to support sustainable food production 
where they share resources, land, and expertise. This can include initiatives such 
as community gardens, greenhouse projects, and traditional farming practices.



OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
CROSS-CULTURAL COLLABORATION

Economic Partnerships: Joint economic partnerships can promote food 
sovereignty and sustainable food production. This may include supporting local 
and  Indigenous-owned businesses, facilitating market access for local and 
Indigenous food products, and promoting food procurement policies that prioritize 
local and Indigenous suppliers.

Infrastructure Development: Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities may 
collaborate on infrastructure development projects to support food sovereignty 
initiatives. This can include jointly building or upgrading facilities such as food 
processing centers, storage facilities, and distribution networks to improve access 
to fresh and nutritious food.



OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
CROSS-CULTURAL COLLABORATION

Market Partnerships: Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities can partner to 
access markets for their agricultural products. This can involve selling produce at 
farmers' markets, participating in community-supported agriculture (CSA) 
programs, or supplying local restaurants and grocery stores.

Training and Capacity Building: Collaboration can enhance agricultural skills and 
knowledge through workshops, educational programs, and mentorship 
opportunities focused on sustainable farming practices, food processing, and 
marketing. Training and capacity-building initiatives can enable community 
members to take leadership roles and contribute to the success of partnership 
projects.



OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
CROSS-CULTURAL COLLABORATION

Advocacy and Policy Development: Municipalities and Indigenous communities 
can collaborate on the development of policies and regulations that support food 
sovereignty, environmental sustainability, and Indigenous rights. This may involve: 

• Co-creating land-use plans, zoning regulations, and bylaws that recognize and 
protect food systems and Indigenous traditional territories.

• Lobbying local, provincial, and federal governments for increased funding, 
regulatory support, and recognition of Indigenous and local rights to food 
sovereignty.



How can we foster strong 
partnerships for food 
sovereignty?

ELEMENTS OF A POWERFUL 
PARTNERSHIP



ELEMENTS OF A POWERFUL PARTNERSHIP
Build Relationships and Trust: Building strong, trusting relationships is essential 
for successful collaboration on food sovereignty initiatives. This requires ongoing 
dialogue, open communication, respect, and understanding.

Recognize Power Dynamics: Acknowledge and address power imbalances and 
historical injustices that have shaped relationships between municipalities and 
Indigenous communities. Strive to create partnerships based on equity, mutual 
respect, and shared benefits.



ELEMENTS OF A POWERFUL PARTNERSHIP
Foster Reconciliation and Mutual Respect: Foster partnerships that contribute 
to reconciliation and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action. 
Seek opportunities for cross-cultural learning, dialogue, and relationship-building 
that promote positive outcomes for all parties involved.

Plan for Long-Term Sustainability and Impact: Prioritize partnerships that are 
built on a vision of long-term sustainability and positive impact for all partners. 
Ensure that partnerships goals and objectives contribute to the well-being, 
prosperity, and resilience of communities over the long term.



ELEMENTS OF A POWERFUL PARTNERSHIP
Engage in Resource Sharing and Capacity Building: Prioritize resource sharing 
and capacity building to support the needs of communities. Provide opportunities 
for skills development, training, and capacity-building initiatives that empower 
community members to participate fully in partnership activities.

Utilize Clear Communication and Transparency: Maintain clear communication 
and transparency in all interactions. Clearly articulate the goals, expectations, 
roles, and responsibilities of all parties involved in the partnership.



ELEMENTS OF A POWERFUL PARTNERSHIP
Prioritize Community Engagement and Consultation: Integrate community 
engagement throughout all stages of the partnership process. Seek input, 
feedback, and guidance from community members to ensure that their voices are 
heard and that partnership activities align with community priorities and values.

Ensure Transparency and Accountability: Advocate for transparency and 
accountability in all interactions. Ensure that decision-making processes are 
inclusive, transparent, and accountable, and that there are mechanisms in place 
to address any concerns or disputes that may arise.



Many municipalities are eager to 
support their Indigenous 
neighbours and residents. What 
should they keep in mind?

HOW CAN MUNICIPALITIES SUCCEED IN 
PARTNERSHIPS WITH INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES?



HOW CAN MUNICIPALITIES SUCCEED IN 
PARTNERSHIPS WITH INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES?

Respect Indigenous Knowledge and Expertise: Recognize and respect 
Indigenous knowledge, expertise, and traditional ways of knowing. Value 
Indigenous contributions to decision-making processes and acknowledge the 
importance of incorporating traditional ecological knowledge into collaborative 
projects and initiatives.

Ensure that Indigenous cultural practices, ceremonies, and protocols are 
respected and integrated into partnership activities as appropriate.



HOW CAN MUNICIPALITIES SUCCEED IN 
PARTNERSHIPS WITH INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES?

Invest in Education and Awareness: Municipalities can invest in education and 
awareness initiatives that promote understanding and appreciation of Indigenous 
food systems, cultures, and traditions. This may involve incorporating Indigenous 
perspectives into staff training, hosting cultural events and workshops, and 
engaging in public outreach campaigns that raise awareness about food 
sovereignty issues.



HOW CAN MUNICIPALITIES SUCCEED IN 
PARTNERSHIPS WITH INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES?

Engage in Meaningful Consultation: Engaging in meaningful consultation with 
Indigenous communities and residents will help municipalities to understand their 
priorities, needs, and aspirations related to food sovereignty. This includes 
respecting Indigenous protocols, involving community members in decision-
making processes, and incorporating Indigenous perspectives into municipal 
policies and programs.



HOW CAN MUNICIPALITIES SUCCEED IN 
PARTNERSHIPS WITH INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES?

Support Indigenous-Led Initiatives: Municipalities can provide support and 
resources for Indigenous-led initiatives that promote food sovereignty and 
traditional food systems. This may include funding for community gardens, 
traditional harvesting programs, cultural revitalization projects, and capacity-
building initiatives within Indigenous communities.



HOW CAN MUNICIPALITIES SUCCEED IN 
PARTNERSHIPS WITH INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES?

Facilitate Access to Resources: Municipalities can help facilitate access to 
resources, such as land, funding, technical expertise, and infrastructure, to 
support Indigenous food sovereignty initiatives. This may involve providing land for 
community gardens or traditional harvesting areas, offering grants or funding 
opportunities, and connecting Indigenous communities with relevant support 
organizations and networks.



“The road ahead of us is better than 
the road behind us.”

~ Chief Darcy Dixon, Bearspaw Nation
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